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The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) would like to invite 
you to comment on the draft Post-Closure Permit (Permit) for Tesoro Refining 
and Marketing Company, Los Angeles Refinery, at 2101 East Pacific Coast 
Highway in Wilmington. The 10-year post-closure permit would allow the 
facility to backfill two areas, Pond 8 and Pond 9, and cover the surface of 
both ponds with asphalt or concrete. An above-ground storage tank shall be 
placed on top of the backfilled area associated with Pond 9. The refinery will 
continue environmental monitoring and maintenance of the closed Ponds.

Public Comment Period and Public Meeting
The public comment period for the draft Permit begins on November 30, 2010 and 
ends on January 28, 2011. Copies of the draft Permit and supporting documents 
can be viewed at the information repositories listed on page 3 in this fact sheet. 
Written and e-mailed comments must be postmarked by January 28, 2011, and 
sent to: 

Mike Eshaghian, Project Manager
Department of Toxic Substances Control

9211 Oakdale Avenue
Chatsworth, CA   91311

Please e-mail comments to: MEshaghi@dtsc.ca.gov
Public Meeting: January 20, 2011 at 6:00 p.m.
DTSC will hold a Public Meeting on  January 20, 2011 at the Wilmington Branch 
Library, 1300 N. Avalon Boulevard in Wilmington to explain the draft Post-Closure 
Permit, address your questions, and accept your verbal and written comments.
For information on accessibility or to request reasonable accommodations, 
please contact Jeanne Matsumoto toll-free at 1-866- 495-5651 press “4” then 
“6” or by e-mail to: JMatsumo@dtsc.ca.gov no later than January 6, 2011.

Tesoro Refining and Marketing Company 
Los Angeles Refinery Draft Post-Closure 
Permit Available for Public Review 

mailto:MEshaghi@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:JMatsumo@dtsc.ca.gov
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An 80,000-barrel capacity storm water storage 
tank shall be placed on top of the backfilled 
area associated with Pond 9. In addition, the 
proposed post-closure activity also includes 
groundwater  monitor ing,  s i te  inspect ions , 
repair  and maintenance of  the monitoring 
wells, Pond 8 and 9 asphalt/concrete cover, and 
other associated structures and or equipment.

Why a Permit is Necessary
DTSC regulates the generation, storage, treatment 
and disposal of hazardous waste in California. A 
Post-Closure Plan describes the activities to occur 
in preparation for and after post closure. This 
permit enables DTSC to effectively regulate the 
hazardous waste management activities at facility.  
Permits are developed after DTSC’s detailed 
technical review, and are intended to ensure that 
the facility operates in a manner that protects 
human health and the environment.  

DTSC is authorized to impose special conditions 
in this Permit pursuant to Health and Safety 
Code section 25200(a) and the regulations in 
California Code of Regulations, title 22, divison 
4.5 governing tanks,  containers,  and other 
facility and operation standards.

Post-Closure Permit Activities 
The draft  post-closure permit includes the 
following activities:     

Fill both ponds and cover them with an 
asphalt and/or concrete cap and install an 
80,000-barrel capacity storm water storage tank

Site inspections 

Maintain the cover and the wells

Monitor the groundwater to ensure that the 
closed ponds are not contributing hazard-
ous constituents to the groundwater 

The California Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, Los Angeles Region is overseeing the 
corrective action at the facility under a Cleanup 
and Abatement Order.

California Environmental Quality Act 
Under the California Environmental Quality 
Act, DTSC must evaluate whether the proposed 
actions may have any significant impacts on 
human health and the environment. As part 

•

•

•

•

Facility Description
The Facility is an oil refinery that processes 
100,000 barrels of heavy crude oil per day.  The 
Facility is equipped with a variety of processing 
units to refine crude oil into gasoline, diesel 
and other fuels. It also produces lubricating 
oil and coke. No petrochemicals are produced 
at the Facility.  Process units are concentrated 
in both the southern and central parts of the 
plant.  Solid waste generated at the Facility is 
either recycled on-site or hauled to, and disposed 
of, at a licensed off-site treatment, storage and 
disposal facility.

The Faci l i ty  operated and managed two 
hazardous waste management units (HWMUs), 
Ponds 8 and 9 until November 1994, when all 
wastewater streams to these HWMUs ceased.  
DTSC agreed with the closure of the ponds 8 
and 9 which provided limited use of the ponds to 
short-term storage of excess storm water during 
wet-weather conditions. These HWMUs are 
currently under post-closure care.

Ponds 8 and 9
Ponds 8 and 9 ponds were constructed in 1969 
in an abandoned channel created when the 
Dominguez channel was built in the 1940s. 
They cover less than one acre of the 300 
acre-refinery and consist of two lined surface 
impoundments. The ponds are incised 8 to 15 
feet below ground surface and are constructed of 
reinforced concrete floors with corrugated-steel 
sheet piling or reinforced gunite walls.  Pond 
9 was formerly used for flow equalization and 
Pond 8 was used for the polishing of storm water 
and process wastewaters before treatment and 
discharge to the Los Angeles County Sanitary 
Sanitation District. 

The last revision to the post-closure application 
was received by DTSC on August 26, 2010. 
This 10-year post-closure permit proposes that 
ponds 8 and 9 will be backfilled with engineered 
fill. The surface of the backfill will be capped 
with an appropriate material, such as asphalt 
or concrete. The final design of the cap will be 
based on the geotechnical evaluation, backfill 
requirements, regulatory compliance criteria, 
and potential future use.  Pump equipment 
may be used to remove water from a drainage 
system associated with the engineered backfill. 
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of this evaluation, DTSC has prepared a draft 
Notice of Exemption which concludes that 
issuance of the post-closure permit will not have 
a significant negative effect on human health or 
the environment.

Enforcement History
DTSC inspects Tesoro Refining and Marketing 
Company,  Los Angeles Refinery, on a regular 
basis to ensure they are in compliance with 
California laws, regulations, and the Permit 
conditions. The results of those inspections 
during the past five years are listed below:
April 2004 
Minor manifest violation

April 2008
The facility received two generators  violations:

•Two leaking roll off bins
•Incomplete annual training for one employee

April 2008
The facility received violations for Ponds 8 and 9:

• Groundwater intrusion into the ponds

All violations cited were corrected and settled with 
DTSC. Inspection reports are available for review at:

Enforcement and Emergency Response Program 
Department of Toxcis Substances Control
1515 Toll House Road
Clovis, California 93612

You can Participate in our Permitting Decisions
The draf t  Post-Closure  Permit ,  and other 
site-related documents are available for public 
review at the information repositories listed 
below. The administrative record for the draft 
Post-Closure Permit is available in the DTSC 
office in Chatsworth. 

Wilmington Public Library
1300 N. Avalon Blvd.
Wilmington, CA 90744
(310) 834-1082
Hours of Operation: 
Sunday-Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:30p.m.-8:00p.m.
Wednesday: 12:30p.m.-8:00p.m.
Thursday: 12:30p.m.-8p.m.
Friday-Saturday: 10a.m.-5:30p.m.

Department of Toxic Substances Control
Chatsworth Regional Office
9211 Oakdale Avenue
Chatsworth, CA   91311
Please call (818) 717-6522 for an appointment

To view electronic versions of the draft Post-
Closure Permit and other related documents, please 
visit our DTSC’s EnviroStor website: 
http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/.  
Enter “Wilmington” as the City and select 
Tesoro. Click on the link for “Report” and then 
on the button for “Community Involvement.”

For More Information Contact

Please contact any of  the following individuals 
with any quest ions or  concerns you may 
have regarding draft Permit or supporting 
documents:

For  ques t ions  reg a rd ing  the  dra f t  Pos t -
Closure Permit or supporting documents, 
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  M i ke  E s h a g h i a n ,  D T S C 
Project Manager, at (818) 717-6679 or e-mail: 
MEshaghi@dtsc.ca.gov.

For questions regarding Public Participation, 
p lease contact  Jeanne Matsumoto,  DTSC 
Public Participation Specialist, toll-free 866-
495-5651 press “4” then press “6”, or e-mail:  
JMatsumo@dtsc.ca.gov.

For questions from the media, please contact 
Jeanne Garcia ,  DTSC Public Infor mation 
O f f i c e r ,  a t  ( 8 1 8 )  7 1 7 - 6 5 7 3  o r  e - m a i l : 
JGarcia1@dtsc.ca.gov.

Notice to Hearing Impaired Individuals
TDD users can obtain information about the 
Tesoro Refining and Marketing, Los Angeles 
Refinery by using the California State Relay 
Service at (888) 877-5378. Please ask to speak 
to Jeanne Matsumoto at (714) 484-5338.

For more information about the DTSC, please visit our Web site at www.dtsc.ca.gov

http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/
mailto:MEshaghi@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:JMatsumo@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:JGarcia1@dtsc.ca.gov
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov
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Comment Form for Tesoro Refining and Marketing Company, Los Angeles Refinery
Draft Post-Closure Permit

If you use this form to send us your comments, please include your name and address. All written 
comments must be postmarked no later than January 28, 2011. Please send this form to:

Mike Eshagian, DTSC Project Manager
9211 Oakdale Avenue

Chatsworth, California 91311

You may also email this same information to: MEshaghi@dtsc.ca.gov

Name: ____________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

Affiliation (if any):___________________________________________________________

Telephone Number (optional): ________________________________________________

Comment: (If you need more space, please feel free to use another sheet of paper)

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Tesoro Refining and Marketing Company, Los Angeles Refinery

Please complete the following information if you would like to: 

   Add my name to the mailing list

   Remove my name from the mailing list

Name:  

Mailing Address:  

City / State / Zip Code:  

Return this coupon to Jeanne Matsumoto, 5796 Corporate Avenue, Cypress CA, 90630. You can
e-mail your mailing list request by sending a message to JMatsumo@dtsc.ca.gov.

Note: While this mailing list is solely for DTSC use, the list is considered a public record. 

mailto:MEshaghi@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:JMatsumo@dtsc.ca.gov

